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Laois and Offaly ETB
Programme Module Descriptor for

Level 3 QQI Component: Digital Photography 3N0791

Please note the following prior to using this programme module descriptor:

· Digital Photography is an optional programme module for Learners wishing to achieve the Level 3 QQI Certificate in Information and Communication Technologies or General Learning

· Upon successful completion of this programme module a Learner will achieve 10 credits towards the Level 3 QQI Certificate in Information and Communication Technologies or General Learning

· A Learner needs to achieve a minimum of 60 credits to achieve the Level 3 QQI Certificate in Information and Communication Technologies or General Learning

· Teachers/Tutors should familiarise themselves with the information contained in Laois and Offaly ETBs programme descriptor for Information and Communication Technologies or General Learning prior to delivering this programme module

· In delivering this programme module Teachers/Tutors will deliver class content in line with the Indicative Content included in this programme module

· In assessing Learners, Teachers/Tutors will assess according to the information included in this programme module

· Where overlap is identified between the content of this programme module and one or more other programme module(s), Teachers/Tutors are encouraged by Laois and Offaly ETB to integrate the delivery of this content

· Where there is an opportunity to facilitate Learners to produce one piece of assessment evidence which demonstrates the learning outcomes from more than one programme module, Teachers/Tutors are encouraged by Laois and Offaly ETB to integrate assessment.

	Programme Specification Part B

Programme Module Specification Document repeated for each programme module of the overall programme

	Code

3N0791
	programme module title

Digital Photography
	level

3

	QQI Components

QQI Level 3 Digital Photography 3N0791 

	Programme Module Duration 

100 hours

	Programme Module Objectives

This programme aims to provide the learner with basic necessary skills to successfully operate a digital camera. 

· To be able to use camera equipment appropriately

· Demonstrate an awareness of compositional techniques used in photography 

· To produce creative photography images

· Become aware of different camera types

· Camera handling techniques 


	Programme MODULE CONTENT
1. List a range of features of digital cameras to include pixels, LCD screen, lens types, white balance, optical zoom, digital zoom, focus, exposure, memory, burst mode, flash type, compression, self- timer, battery life, power source and accessories

2. explain menu functions of a digital camera

3. explain the term aperture and how it is measured

4. describe key elements of effective composition

5. describe the common faults when using a digital camera

6. demonstrate how to prepare a camera for use to include cleaning, software installation, and battery check

7. Operate a camera to take photographs selecting the correct ISO settings, aperture priority and shutter priority modes 

8. Display a range of photographs mounted correctly


	Indicative content

1. List a range of features of digital cameras which may include pixels, LCD screen, lens type, optical and digital zoom, self-timer, battery life, accessories etc. work sheets explaining what each one does


2. Explain menu functions of a digital camera

· List the following: macro, night mode, flash on/off, self-timer etc. explain what the functions do


3. Explain the term aperture, ISO and shutter speed and how it is measured

4. Describe the key elements to effective composition. 

· To include: 

· Colour

· Tone

· Arrange colour and tone in frame

· Be aware of foreground and  background
 

5. Describe the common faults when using a digital camera. 

· These include: 

· Incorrect focus: subject not in focus

· camera/lens shake what happens and how do you correct it

· inappropriate number of pixels

· incorrectly holding the camera

· batteries i.e. not charged properly

· memory card i.e. not enough space 

· blurred image: dirty lens, camera shake

6. Demonstrate how to prepare a camera for use to include cleaning, software installation, and battery check. 

· Check and install memory card and batteries into camera 

· Check the camera is working 

· Clean camera/ lens

· Set pixel dimensions correctly

· Demonstration on software installation to computer

7. Operate a camera to take photographs selecting  the correct camera  ISO settings,  aperture priority and shutter priority modes

· Assignment or exercise e.g. using zoom, macro, 3 different angles, black and white, spec, infrared, photographic product

8. Display a range of photographs mounted correctly 

· Mounted photographs

· health and safety issues 

· types of mounting and products 

· colours of mounting boards

· products for scanning photographs to mounts

· mount 6 photographs




Programme Module Assessment – General Information – Digital Photography 3N0791

The assessor is required to devise assessment briefs for the collection of work. In devising the assessment briefs, care must be taken to ensure that the learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of ALL learning outcomes. 

	Mapping Each Learning Outcome to an Assessment Technique

	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Technique

	1. List a range of features of digital cameras to include pixels, LCD screen, lens types, white balance, optical zoom, digital zoom, focus, exposure, memory, memory, burst mode, flash type, compression, self-timer, battery life, power source and accessories
	Collection of Work

	2. Explain the menu functions of a digital camera
	Collection of Work

	3. Explain the term aperture and how it is measured
	Collection of Work

	4. Describe the key elements of effective composition
	Collection of Work

	5. Describe the common faults when using a digital camera
	Collection of Work

	6. Demonstrate how to prepare a camera for use to include cleaning, software installation and battery check
	Collection of Work

	7. Operate a camera to take photographs selecting the correct ISO settings aperture/shutter priority
	Collection of Work

	8. Display a range of photographs mounted correctly
	Collection of Work


Grading
At Level 3 a Learner is graded as Successful or Referred. 
Successful means that ALL the learning outcomes from the Component Specification have been demonstrated to an appropriate standard in the Learner’s portfolio of assessment.

Referred means that the portfolio of assessment needs further work by the Learner before s/he can demonstrate the standard and achieve certification from QQI.

Specific Information Relating to the Assessment Techniques

The Assessor is required to devise assessment briefs for the Collection of Work and the Skills Demonstration.  In devising the assessment briefs, care should be taken to ensure that the Learner is given the opportunity to show evidence of ALL learning outcomes.

	Collection of Work
	100%

	The collection of work may be produced throughout the duration of this programme module

	
In producing the documents for the collection of work, the Learner should demonstrate the following:

· Be able to use digital camera equipment appropriately

· Become aware of the different types of digital cameras.

· Gain an overall awareness of camera handling techniques.

· Be able to make creative photographic images

· Practice taking photographs

· Make a product using their own photographic images

· Demonstrate an awareness of compositional techniques used in photography
Candidates will be required to include a range of photographic images demonstrating different equipment and techniques. Support materials and to include:

· Mounted Photographs

· Oral and/or written records on technical information and underpinning knowledge relating to issues such as, composition, colour, viewpoint and texture.

· The use of photographs to make a product.

The collection of work may include work sheets, diagrams, cloze tests, multiple choice statements or other appropriate evidence in the form of written, oral, graphic, audio, visual or any combination of these. Any audio or video evidence must be provided on tape.


	Module Name
Digital Photography
	Learner Marking Sheet


Learner’s Name: ______________________________________________

	Learning Outcome

Learners will be able to:
	Assessment Criteria

Evidence of the following is included in the assessment portfolio:
	Evidence 
Please indicate clearly where evidence is to be found (eg “Section 4 of Portfolio”)

	1. List a range of features of digital cameras to include pixels, LCD screen, lens types, white balance, optical zoom, digital zoom, focus, exposure, memory, memory, burst mode, flash type, compression, self-timer, battery life, power source and accessories
	Photographic camera from all angles and list features with arrows pointing to correct part of camera 
	

	2. Explain the menu functions of a digital camera


	Menu Tools: Date & Time, Sound On/Off, Format, File numbering (continuous/ auto reset), Language 

Functions(including icons): White Balance, Image Size, Jpeg Compression, ISO
	

	3. Explain the term aperture and how it is measured
	Aperture is a diaphragm in the lens that can be made bigger or smaller, to effect depth of field

ISO: how sensitive the digital chip is to light. It stands for International Standard Organisation and can be found on electrical goods and windscreens. 
Shutter speed effects how much time the digital chip is exposed to light. This effects exposure and ability to capture motion
	

	4. Describe the key elements of effective composition


	Produce an image effectively composed using the following elements: colour, tone, arrange colour and tone in frame, be aware of foreground and background
	

	5. Describe the common faults when using a digital camera
	Worksheets/skills demonstration: on common faults i.e. blurry image, pixilated, line going across image, camera not working, card full.
	

	6. Demonstrate how to prepare a camera for use to include cleaning, software installation and battery check
	Class discussion: software installation

Tutor verification: camera cleaning

Skills demo: installing batteries, check camera is working, clean camera/ lens, install memory card & batteries 
	

	7. Operate a camera to take photographs selecting the correct ISO settings aperture/shutter priority


	Photographic exercise and Photographic proof of understanding:

· Show examples of wide angle and telephoto zoom

· Macro

· Flash on/off (indoor/ outdoor)

· Colour settings (black, white, sepia, colour – vivid/ normal

· ISO – effecting shutter speed and digital noise 

· Example of shutter priority: effecting motion and exposure

· Aperture priority effecting depth of field and exposure

· Self-timer
	

	8. Display a range of photographs mounted correctly
	Mount 6 photographs/images 

Health and Safety issues involved in mounting images. 

Types of mounting boards. 

Colours of mounting boards/types of glues used
	



The Assessor has signed the Summary Results Sheet to verify that the evidence presented in the attached portfolio is the work
of the named learner and that the result recorded here has been transcribed to the Summary Results Sheet

External Authenticator's Signature: ..................................................................   Date: ...............................
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